A survey of medical students on their attitudes towards face transplantation.
The aim of this study was to assess and analyse the attitudes of medical students towards face transplantation. Medical students at the University of Cape Town were prospectively surveyed using a self-administered questionnaire. There were 402 participants; the mean age was 21 years (range 16-37 years), 35% were male and 65% were female. Only 12% were registered organ donors and 33% were interested in a surgical career. Two thirds of the respondents were in favour of face transplantation. Registered organ donors were the most willing to donate their face in the event of brain death (P = 0.00). Seventy-four percent of the respondents stated 'identity issues' as their main concern and 33% mentioned cost as a critical factor when considering the procedure. Personal experience with facial disfigurement and involvement in the care of a patient with facial disfigurement did not affect the willingness to donate or accept a face transplant, or the amount of support for the procedure (P > 0.05). This is the first study that exclusively describes the attitudes of medical students towards face transplantation.